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certainly the silence regarding sexual- 
ity These anecdotes also reveal the 
depth to which colleagues are silent 
and often collude with a way of be- 
ing, or with ideological practices they 
would adamantly deny both theo- 
retically and politically. 
The ways in which we are concep- 
tualized within a traditional social 
work practice andlor education 
model, reveals not only ways ofthink- 
ing about female sexuality and sexual 
regulation, but also about how that 
sexuality is allowed to be. O'Neill for 
example argues that while social work 
professors and students are relatively 
accepting of gay men and lesbians 
particularly in comparison to the 
larger university, schools of social 
work lack supportive policies and 
accurate curriculum content to sup- 
port this acceptance. As a matter of 
fact, while the Canadian Association 
of Schools of Social Work accredita- 
tion standards 
prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation . . . in 
contrast to other minority 
groups, there are no require- 
ments that schools ensure equity 
in the treatment of gay and les- 
bian faculty and students. (1 1) 
While these practices are contested 
by lesbian and gay social work practi- 
tioners, policy-makers, academics, 
and students, they point to the con- 
tradictions within the profession; for, 
if there are no administrative, or even 
social mechanisms in place to legiti- 
mize lesbian couples lives, then no 
one knows what to do. 
When we first began thinking about 
this article we viewed it as a piece we 
could easily draft; however, through- 
out the writing and discussion we 
have had to question our own re- 
sponses to often painful situations, 
and the times in which we silenced or 
made ourselves invisible because of 
fear, lack of support, and so on. It is 
apparent that we are only beginning 
to define our experiences to ourselves, 
and that our invisibility to ourselves 
parallels our invisibility in the uni- 
versity community. What it has re- 
vealed is the need for a more in-depth 
examination of some of the issues 
touched on too briefly here. To para- 
phrase Nicole Brossard (1988), "les- 
bians who do not reinvent the world 
are lesbians in the process of disap- 
pearing." 
This article was on'ginally presencd at 
the Ganadian Lesbian andGay Studies 
Association Learned Societies Confcr- 
cnce in 1995. 
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they tell me 
glances at you 
from a woman's 
eyes or hips or 
the faces of five o'clock 
dreaming of the moon' S 






they tell me 
by calling 
your secret name: 
the free one 
Kaushalya Bannerji's poetry 
appears earlier in this volume. 
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